
Weaving for Beginners 
12th January - 23rd March 

2022
Wednesdays 6-8pm

This is a ten-week practical introduction to 
weaving aimed at complete beginners, during which 
you will learn all the skills involved in making your 

own fabric. The course will also give a broad overview 
of weaving, its contemporary uses in art, fashion and 
interiors and its historical traditions, with examples 

from around the world.



We will begin by defining weaving through looking at samples of 
woven fabrics. We’ll look at the basic structure of woven cloth 
and how it differs from other forms of textile. You will learn the 
essential language of weaving – the parts of the loom, the tools 
you will use and the technical vocabulary associated with produc-
ing your cloth.

Weeks 1-5

We will spend the first part of the course (weeks 1-5) learning how 
to make a warp and prepare the loom, and then creating fabric 
samples. Through these samples you will learn how to create 
different types of fabric and pattern and how colour, yarn choice 
and weave structure play their part. You’ll learn how to make 
records of your choices along the way so that you can recreate a 
successful design. 

Weeks 6-10

In the second part of the course (weeks 6-10) we will expand on 
your earlier woven samples and explorve further possibilities of 
pattern and colour. We’ll look at weaving patterns (‘drafts’) and 
how to understand them, and you’ll then have a go at drafting 
your own versions. We’ll look at the basics of fabric design and 
considerations for planning your own weaving project. Handouts 
will be provided throughout to back up your learning.



By the end of the course, you will:
- Understand what a loom is and how it works
- Be able to make a warp and put it onto the loom ready for weaving
- Weave your own fabric
- Have an understanding of the most important weave structures 
and have woven samples for your records
- Understand how yarn choice, structure and colour affect the kind 
of cloth you make
- Be able to assess what makes a successful fabric and design
- Completely love weaving and want to continue making your own            
woven fabric! 

 
Course Tutors

Kendall Clarke
Kendall is a practising artist and weaver with an MA in woven 
textiles. She shows and sells her work internationally and has 
twice been shortlisted for the International Fine Art Textiles 
Award. 

Karen Staples
Karen is the Head of the Fashion/Textiles Department at Fine 
Arts College, where she has worked for 14 years. In her own 
practice, she stitches and weaves, and colours yarn and cloth 
with natural dyes, collected from her garden. 



Places will be limited to 9

Course Fees: £350.00
Contact: mail@hampsteadfinearts.com
Address: Fine Arts College, Centre Studios, 41-43 Englands Lane, NW34YD
Phone Number: 02075860312


