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Prospectus

“Candida Cave
is what all parents
dream of in a teacher,
but think they’ll
never meet.”
– GOOD SCHOOLS GUIDE, 20TH EDITION
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Welcome

TO OUR COLLEGE
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WELCOME
Fine Arts College has many different types of student,
but most have at least one thing in common. They came
to us looking for an environment that would help them
to grow – both academically, and creatively. Many had
found that other schools stifled them by taking too
prescriptive an approach to work, ‘putting them in boxes’,
or wanting them to be identical versions of one another.
At Fine Arts College we take a different approach to
learning, letting our students grow and experiment,
finding the subject they excel at – or the project that
makes them come alive. We encourage an atmosphere
of mutual respect in which an individual’s talents and
ambitions are supported. We are a real community that
acts as a unique bridge between school and university.
The College has won numerous national awards from the
Good Schools Guide, including the Award for Excellence
for Boys taking Media/Film/TV Studies; the Award for
Excellence for Girls taking Art and Design Photography;
and Best Independent School for Boys for Art and Design
Photography. We are very proud of these achievements
and of the pupils and teachers that made them happen –
everything is collaborative, and everybody contributes.
We hope that you will visit us and see what we have to
offer – and find out whether we might just be the perfect fit.

Candida Cave
Principal
Candida Cave began her training at the Ruskin School of Art, University of Oxford, before going on
to study for an MA in History of Art at the University of Buckingham. After discovering a gift for inspiring
people through teaching, she founded Fine Arts College in 1978 with the artist Nicholas Cochrane.
In addition to serving as Principal and teaching Art History, Candida is also a playwright and a practicing
painter: her art has been exhibited in London and Lewes, while her plays have been performed in
London theatres, museums and galleries and for the British Council in Florence, Bologna and Rome.
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“Students are well known
and exceptionally
well cared for. The
College is an inclusive
community in which all
students are valued.”
– OFSTED 2012
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“The quality of teaching
and assessment is
outstanding overall.
Teachers’ excellent
subject knowledge and
expertise engage and
inspire students.”
– OFSTED 2012
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FREEDOM

to Learn
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A LEVEL
Fine Arts College offers an enormous range of support to
students, whatever their academic interests. We offer over
20 subjects – everything from modern languages and social
sciences to classical studies – and there is no restriction on how
these are combined. This allows students to pursue a programme
of study well suited to their skills, interests and future plans.
The majority of our sixth-form students follow two-year
A level courses, with some students also joining us in their
final year to take a one-year course in one or two subjects.
Achievement is high across all subjects with particularly excellent
results in English and Fine Art. Each year, we present awards
to outstanding A level students for exceptional progress in
academic or creative subjects.

Best Independent
School for Girls

Best Independent
School for Boys

Excellence for Girls

taking Art & Design
(Graphics) at AS level

for Art & Design
(Photography) at A level

taking Art & Design
(Graphics) at GCE AS level
and A level

Excellence for Girls

Excellence for Boys

Excellence for Boys

taking Art & Design
(Photography) at GCE
AS level and A level

taking Art & Design
(Photography) at
GCE AS level

taking Media/Film/
TV Studies at GCE AS level
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To stimulate real thought, our style of teaching is
based on informal but enthusiastic discussion. We
also encourage everyone in College to take a mature
attitude to independent study. After our students
leave, they will go on to direct their own study at
university or art school, so during their time here we
help them build the habit of being their own supervisor.
Together with direction provided by experienced
teachers, this enables them to become responsible
young people, ready for the freedom of university life.

EXTENDED PROJECT QUALIFICATION
The Extended Project Qualification (EPQ) is a special
programme designed to challenge able students. We
offer it to every sixth-former in addition to A levels.
The EPQ is extremely useful in supporting higher
education applications, showing a higher level of
motivation, ability, and experience. It gives prospective
students an edge not always available elsewhere.
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A RICH

extra-curricular
PROGRAMME

Our rich programme of extra-curricular activities is a distinctive
advantage of Fine Arts College. These aren’t just academic
‘extras’: they are designed to foster development as an artist,
cultivation of critical sense, and personal growth.
The College has a varied series of outings throughout the year
to galleries, theatres, concerts, film centres and exhibitions, as
well as Art History study visits to Paris, Florence and Rome. We
are also only a tube ride away from the nation’s foremost art
galleries and museums, which students can easily visit at any
time if a particular exhibition or collection arouses their curiosity.
Tate Modern is just one of the many
world-renowned art galleries on the
doorstep of Fine Arts College, and is
one of the largest museums of modern
and contemporary art in the world.

Each year, the College hosts a number of musical and dramatic
recitals for students to test their performance skills. Students’
short films are shown periodically at the local Everyman cinema.
Together with our annual Art Exhibition, there is something
on offer for everyone.

O UR C O UR S E S : G C S E
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GCSE
Our GCSE Department provides a broad and balanced
curriculum, with students taking up to 10 subjects over
one or two years. Students in the fifth form are expected
to take a responsible approach to their studies, but are
nevertheless closely supervised. Lessons are taught
Monday to Friday between 9am and 4pm and homework
is set for every subject each week. Some of this can be
completed in College during supervised study periods.
Beyond the academic, the College fosters personal
development through a rounded PSHE course, a
changing programme of weekly afternoon sports, and
talks by outside speakers. All students see a personal
tutor for an hour and a half per week for general
academic advice and to address any worries.

“I just want to take this opportunity to
thank you and everyone at the College
so much for everything you have done
for my son. His time with you has
been truly enriching and the quality of
teaching outstanding. He has grown
enormously in his time with you and
we really can’t thank you enough.
For what it’s worth, we extol your
virtues to anyone who will listen!”
– PAST PARENT
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PORTFOLIO
The training at Fine Arts College provides an excellent
technical grounding for art students to take their skills
forward. As part of this training, we offer a postA level Portfolio Course for interested students.
This course allows students to prepare either a general
portfolio for application to an Art Foundation course, or a more
subject-specific portfolio for admission to an Art degree at a
university or art school. Areas of study available include Fine
Art, Graphics, Textiles, Photography and Contextual Studies.
We also offer a more individual programme for
students who simply wish to explore the creative
world for their own satisfaction and development.
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FREEDOM

to Aspire
“We have been thrilled
with our daughter’s A level
results, which give her such
an excellent start for the
next stage of her life.”
– PAST PARENT
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CAREERS
In today’s world, students need
to spend almost as much time on
gaining experience and planning
their career as they do on their
studies. The College is well placed
to help them meet this challenge.
We see it as our responsibility to help students make
the right connections between their studies and possible
future careers. Some will go on to become artists,
teachers, writers, historians, presenters, designers
and critics; others will take up completely unexpected
occupations (some of which may not yet even exist).
The College offers all students guidance and information to
make an informed and considered choice about their future
after A level: university, art, music or drama school, or a gap
year. As part of this, we host regular talks for students and
parents with a range of visiting speakers. Many of our staff
also have careers as creative professionals or artists, and are
in an excellent position to give practical advice and feedback.
Fine Arts College is also part of the Dukes Education Group,
the market leader in supporting outstanding students to
achieve places at top UK and US universities. With the
partnership of the Dukes group, Fine Arts College students
benefit from a number of free talks and careers advice sessions
from Dukes’ team of Oxbridge and US admissions specialists.
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DESTINATIONS
Fine Arts College sees virtually all its
students progress to Higher Education.
In the last two years, students have
gone on to study for academic degrees
at Oxford, UCL, LSE, King’s College
London, St Andrews, Edinburgh, York,
Bristol, and the Courtauld Institute.
Students of the Arts have been accepted to leading art and
design schools such as Central Saint Martins, London College
of Fashion, Camberwell, Kingston, Wimbledon and leading
American universities such as Parsons, Pratt, NYU and Cal Arts.
After completing their further studies, former students
work in a huge variety of areas including film, fine art,
fashion, creative writing, acting, the media, and academia,
amongst others. Whatever our students go on to do, Fine
Arts College training provides a strong basis for forging a
distinctive career in a changing and competitive world.

CAREERS
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FREEDOM

to Thrive

“I could really see how much
the students loved the
college and the atmosphere
seemed perfect.”
– PAST PARENT
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“The College made
my daughter believe
in herself.”
– PAST PARENT

LIFE AT
FINE ARTS
COLLEGE
Life in College extends far beyond the classroom. Our
welcoming culture is the starting point that provides
students with a unique sense of community and acceptance.
The atmosphere of College is informal but industrious.
It offers support for students to embark on their own
projects, from bands to discussion groups. Weekly
talks hosted by external speakers, alumni and staff
members also offer students fantastic opportunities
to broaden their knowledge and interests.
The Belsize Park area gives our community a perfect
landscape for social life: nearby England’s Lane provides
a relaxed setting for students to meet each other, with
many cafés and restaurants. The College is also only a short
walk from Belsize Park, Chalk Farm and Swiss Cottage
Underground services, allowing students easy access to all
the galleries, exhibitions and shows London has to offer.

“Our daughter has been in an
unbelievable school environment
where she has been nurtured
and supported – yet free to
explore and be herself.”
– PAST PARENT
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ADMISSIONS
Fine Arts College admits students
with a wide range of academic
abilities. We aim to nurture talent in
all its forms, and we pride ourselves
on a record of helping students
to succeed regardless of their
previous experiences of education.
Admissions are based on the following criteria:
•

A level: an interview with the Principal, satisfactory GCSE
results and a satisfactory reference from a previous school.

•

GCSE/Year 10: a successful interview with
the Principal or the Head of GCSE, and an
academic reference from a previous school.

•

Portfolio Course: an interview with the
Principal and a portfolio assessment.

The College also has a small number of bursaries available
for full and partial remission of tuition fees, which can
be applied for through the Admissions Office.

Our Admissions Officer, Meena
Sunner, will provide all applicants
with the personal advice they
need to successfully complete
the application process and to
make a decision on whether their
future lies at Fine Arts College.
All prospective students are
advised to begin their application
through a conversation with her.
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TO FIND OUT MORE:
+44 (0)20 7586 0312
mail@hampsteadfinearts.com
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The College is situated
close to Swiss Cottage
(Jubilee Line) and Belsize
Park (Northern Line)
underground stations.
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Fine Arts College
Centre Studios
41 – 43 Englands Lane
London, NW3 4YD
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We are delighted to have
potential students and their
parents visit us in order to
view our classrooms, talk
to teachers and explore
whether Fine Arts College
is right for them. To do
so, please call or email to
make an appointment.
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St. John’s
Wood

THE REGENT’S PARK
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“Our daughter comes home
happy and speaks very
highly of her tutors.
Thank you for your support.”
– PAST PARENT

Fine Arts College is a part of the Dukes
Education Group. In addition to providing a
first-class education in its A level colleges
and academic summer courses, Dukes
Education is the market leader in supporting
outstanding students to achieve places at top
UK and US universities. In this, Dukes has
partnerships with a number of top private
and state schools both in the UK and abroad.

Design
Pixel & Dot
www.pixelanddot.co.uk
Photography
Peter Langdown
www.peterlangdown.co.uk
Print
Avenue Printing
www.avenue-printing.co.uk
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