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Principal’s Welcome

We are delighted to introduce you to Fine Arts School, specifically 

dedicated to our younger pupils. This new school is a natural 

development of Fine Arts College, an establishment which has been 

renowned for its unique, high-quality approach to education for 

more than thirty years. As with the College, Fine Arts School offers a 

full-time curriculum in creative as well as academic fields.

We founded Fine Arts College as a specialist college for Art and Art 

History in 1978, and introduced the full Arts and Humanities curriculum 

in 1982. A GCSE programme followed in the early 1990s, when 

Mathematics and Science were included in the wide choice of subjects. 

All subjects are taught with the same expertise and enthusiasm by 

teachers who have a genuine love of their specialisms, which they 

want to impart to their pupils. Our aim is to instil a love of learning  

in pupils of all ages.

C A N D I DA  C AV E  -  P R I N C I PA L



Why choose  
Fine Arts School?

Above all, Fine Arts School is a stimulating and nurturing 

environment. We believe that pupils flourish when happy as this 

enables them to develop curiosity, knowledge, individual skills, 

and confidence. We take the view that all our pupils have particular 

individual abilities and talents which may have previously been 

overlooked and we see it as our job to help them find the areas in 

which they can excel. 

We therefore teach in classes no larger than twelve, in order to give 

all pupils maximum individual attention. We have a formal structure 

to the day, with classes and study periods timetabled between 9.00am 

& 4.30pm. In addition, we have a Homework Club on Mondays to 

Thursdays from 4.30pm to 5.45pm, which gives pupils the option of 

homework study in a supervised environment. Classes are one hour  

long, with breaks throughout the day. 

Pupils are taught how to take a responsible approach to their 

studies, but are nevertheless closely supervised. All pupils have a 

personal tutor who offers academic and personal advice and assesses 

individual progress each fortnight. The personal tutor is available for 

parents to discuss a pupil’s progress at the end of each day. We have 

two Parents’ Evenings each year, as well as sending full, half-termly 

reports from subject and personal tutors. 



Year 9

From September 2018, we are introducing Year 9 pupils to the School. 

We believe that, by the age of 13, many young people already have a 

natural leaning towards the Arts and wish to study them alongside more 

traditional academic subjects. Upon entry to Fine Arts School, pupils 

will be introduced to a broad academic curriculum including English, 

Mathematics, Science, History, Geography, Religious Studies, and a 

choice of foreign language. At the same time, pupils have classes in a 

wide variety of creative subjects including Art, Design, Photography, 

Textiles, Drama, Media Studies, and Music. Consequently, by the 

time they enter Year 10, pupils will have a clear idea of their particular 

strengths and will be able to choose up to 10 GCSE subjects.



Two-year 
GCSE Course

 

Pupils come into Year 10 from a variety of schools, with a range 

of academic and creative abilities. We therefore assess each pupil 

individually to advise on the GCSE courses to be taken. Most 

pupils will take eight or nine subjects, including English Language, 

Mathematics, Science, and at least one humanities subject, chosen 

from Ancient History, Modern History, Geography or Religious 

Studies. We also encourage pupils to take a foreign language, 

choosing from French, Spanish, Italian, German or Latin. In addition, 

they can choose from a wide range of creative subjects, including 

Art, Photography, Music, Media, and Drama. We also offer drama, 

music, and singing lessons outside the examination subjects.

All pupils have General Studies lessons, which cover all aspects 

of PSHE, citizenship, and study skills. Organised sports including 

football, netball, tennis, and yoga are held weekly.



One-year intensive 
GCSE Course

This course is specifically designed for students who have 

changed school after completing Year 10 elsewhere. In these 

cases, the number of subjects taken will depend on how 

much the pupil has achieved before joining us. We therefore 

assess each individual before advising on subjects. Pupils 

must, however, take English Language, Mathematics, and 

Biology, alongside another three to five other subjects.

In this final year of GCSE study, emphasis is placed on 

essay writing skills, examination time management, and 

clarity of purpose. We have regular testing and a full 

mock examination week at the end of January.



The Pastoral

Beyond the academic, the School fosters personal development 

through the General Studies courses, with talks from numerous 

outside speakers including lawyers, members of the police, 

specialists in drug abuse, and experts in personal development.

We run weekly afternoon sports and activities, including team sports 

like football and netball, as well as individual activities including 

yoga and personal training. Pupils in Year 9 have the opportunity of 

completing the Duke of Edinburgh Bronze Award and the Arts Award 

in the year preceding GCSEs.

We live in a very exciting capital city and we help our pupils to 

discover and make the most of it, with visits to galleries, museums, 

theatre, and musical events.

Throughout the school, pupils are offered tuition in drama, music, 

and singing by professional experts, enabling them to take LAMDA 

and Guildhall examinations.

Each year we organise study trips in the UK and a number of 

European cultural cities.



Admissions

Fine Arts School admits pupils with a wide range of 

academic abilities. We nurture learning in all its forms, 

and pride ourselves in helping pupils to enjoy education 

and achieve the maximum examination success.

Admission is based on the following criteria:

• A successful interview with the Principal 

or the Academic Head of School.

• A satisfactory reference from the previous school.

The School has a small number of bursaries and scholarships 

available, which can be applied for through the Admissions Office.

Our Admissions Officer, Meena Sunner (pictured), will provide all 

applicants with the personal advice they need to successfully complete 

the application process and to make a decision on whether their 

future lies at Fine Arts School. All prospective students are advised 

to begin their application through a conversation with her.



Contact & Location

We are delighted to have potential students and their parents  

visit us in order to view our classrooms, talk to teachers, and  

explore whether Fine Arts School is right for them.  

To do so, please call or email to make an appointment.

F I N E  A RT S  S C H O O L

Centre Studios

41 – 43 England’s Lane

London, NW3 4YD

The School is situated close to Swiss Cottage (Jubilee Line) 

and Belsize Park (Northern Line) underground stations.
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